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of the day. Finally, on the 4th of April, 1581,
Elizabeth went on board in state, to a banquet
'finer than has ever been seen in England since
King Henry VIII,9 said the furious Spanish am-
bassador in his report to Philip. But this was
not her chief offence in Spanish eyes. For here,
surrounded by her court, and in the presence of
an enormous multitude of her enthusiastic sub-
jects, she openly defied the Bang of Spain. *He
hath demanded Drake's head of me, * she laughed
aloud, 'and here I have a gilded sword to strike
it off/ With that she bade Drake kneel. Then,
handing the sword to Marchaumont, the special
envoy of her French suitor, Francis of Anjou,
she ordered him to give the accolade. This done,
she pronounced the formula of immemorial fame:
J bid thee rise. Sir Francis Drake!